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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON ASSISTANCE TO TURKEY 
REF: STATE 218284 

1. BY 291 TO 69 VOTE OCTOBER 7 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
REJECTED CONFERENCE REPORT ON CRA AMENDMENT RELATING TO 
ASSISTANCE TO TURKEY. HOUSE THEN ADOPTED FOLLOWING 
AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY CONGRESSMAN ROSENTHAL: 

QTE NONE OF THE FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE HEREIN SHALL BE 
OBLIGATED OR EXPENDED FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE, OR FOR SALES 
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CREDIT, GUARANTY, OR ANY OTHER MEANS) OR FOR THE 
TRANSPORTATION OF ANY MILITARY EQUIPMENT OR SUPPLIES TO 
TURKEY UNTIL AND UNLESS THE PRESIDENT CERTIFIES TO THE 
CONGRESS THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY IS IN COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 196L, THE FOREIGN 
MILITARY SALES ACT, AND ANY AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO UNDER 
SUCH ACTS, AND THAT SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARD AGREEMENT 
HAS BEEN MADE REGARDING MILITARY FORCES IN CYPRUS. UNQTE. 

2. OCTOBER 8 WHITE HOUSE ISSUED FOLLOWING PRESIDENTIAL 
STATEMENT: 

QTE YESTERDAY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ONCE AGAIN 
ACTING AGAINST THE ALMOST UNANIMOUS ADVICE OF ITS 
LEADERSHIP, AMENDED THE CONTINUING RESOLUTION GRANTING 
FUNDS FOR OUR FOREIGN AID PROGRAMS. THE AMENDMENT 
REQUIRES AN IMMEDIATE CESSATION OF ALL US MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO TURKEY, AND IS, IN MY VIEW A MISGUIDED 
AND EXTREMELY HARMFUL MEASURE. 

INSTEAD OF ENCOURAGING THE PARTIES INVOLVED IN THE 
CYPRUS DISPUTE TO RETURN TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE, THIS 
AMENDMENT, IF PASSED BY THE SENATE, WILL MEAN THE 
INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT OF MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS. 

INSTEAD OF STRENGTHENING AMERICA'S ABILITY TO PERSUADE 
THE PARTIES TO RESOLVE THE DISPUTE, IT WILL LESSEN OUR 
INFLUENCE ON ALL THE PARTIES CONCERNED. AND IT WILL 
IMPERIL OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR TURKISH FRIENDS AND 
WEAKEN US IN THE CRUCIAL EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. 

BUT MOST TRAGIC OF ALL, A CUT-OFF OF ARMS TO TURKEY 
WILL NOT HELP GREECE OR THE GREEK CYPRIOT PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE SUFFERED SO MUCH OVER THE COURSE OF THE LAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS. WE RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE FAR FROM A 
SETTLEMENT CONSISTENT WITH GREECE'S HONOR AND DIGNITY. 

WE ARE PREPARED TO EXERT OUR EFFORTS IN THAT DIRECTION. 

BUT RECKLESS ACTS THAT PREVENT PROGRESS TOWARD A CYPRUS 
SETTLEMENT HARM GREEKS, FOR IT IS THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 
AND THE GREEK CYPRIOTS WHO HAVE THE MOST TO GAIN FROM 
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A COMPROMISE SETTLEMENT. AND IT IS THEY WHO HAVE THE 
MOST TO LOSE FROM CONTINUED DEADLOCK. 

THUS, I CALL UPON THE SENATE TO ACCEPT THE ORIGINAL 
CONFERENCE REPORT LANGUAGE ON TURKISH ARMS AID AND TO 
RETURN THE BILL TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ONCE 
AGAIN. AND I ASK THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO 
RECONSIDER ITS HASTY ACT AND, WORKING WITH THE SENATE, 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

PASS A BILL THAT WILL BEST SERVE THE INTERESTS OF PEACE. 

UNQTE. 

3. SENATE IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS OCTOBER 8 
REVISED ROSENTHAL AMENDMENT VOTED BY HOUSE YESTERDAY 
(PARA 1 ABOVE). KISSINGER 
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